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SEPTEMBER THE SPECIAL MONTH OF THE JUBILEE YEAR 2020
 
To the Provincial Superiors,
Superior Delegates,
to all MSF Confreres
 
Dear Confreres
 
We have finally arrived at the month of September, the most important month in the celebration of our Foundation Jubilee. On September 28, the Congregation founded by Father Berthier, will be 125 years old. On 19 September there will be the inauguration of the 175th anniversary of the apparition of the Madonna of La Salette. All this is an inestimable grace for us all. As an expression of our thanks to the Lord, the Holy Family, Our Lady of La Salette, the Venerable Father Berthier, our pioneer-missionary confreres, all those who help our Congregation, we have planned the renewal of our spiritual life and pastoral, we wanted to live our joy in the liturgical feast and deepen our study. So that our joy and our thanks can become a personal and community act. At the same time, let it be an opportune moment to thank our lay collaborators, Friends of MSF, the bishops, priests, religious.
It is true that the jubilee is disturbed by the pandemic with heavy consequences for family, social and economic life, even for our Congregation. But we are happy and proud that you are facing all this with firmness and courage. Your missionary availability, as Fr. Berthier had shown it, is manifested in the ability to adjust the way of living and serving. The virtual world opens up to us the new experience and challenge to update religious and pastoral life. Some Provinces or Delegations have updated the Jubilee program. It is celebrated in religious houses or unio stationum and no longer together at the level of the province. In Java, the climax of the Jubilee year has been postponed to September 28, 2021. Religious vows, priestly and deacon ordinations, and the funeral of our confreres are celebrated without the presence of their families and numerous confreres. Thus, also the process of the unification of the Provinces of Latin America is perhaps a little slower. 
At the Generalate House we will celebrate the foundation day in a simple way. Cardinal João Bras de Avis, the Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, will preside over the solemn Holy Mass. The General Superior of the Salettini Missionaries, the General Superior of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, and the General Abbot of the Premonstratensian Canons Regular, with their assistants, the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family, and our confreres who are in Rome will celebrate this jubilee together with us.
In this joyful event we remember the words of our Founder's teaching: “It must be very simple, very clear, "vir bonus" looks for all the most convincing reasons to get to persuade ... You must preach Jesus Christ, and not want to preach himself, so that one becomes eloquent”. First: with the spirit of simplicity of the Holy Family we carry out our missionary commitments with joy, courage, gratitude and sacrifice. So, first of all we ourselves must listen and know who we serve so that we can bring the Good News, with our witness of life and preaching, so that those to whom we are sent will easily understand it. In particular, our priority is those who are far away, who live in frontier situations. We can carry out missionary commitments with heart and wisdom if we are shepherds with the smell of the flock. The Lord Jesus is the champion in this sense. Our Lady of La Salette also approached Melanie and Maximin to find them and let them spread her messages of penance and reconciliation. The Constitutions clearly indicate the priority, as well as the guidelines of the general chapters. Together we must also systematically seek what is the current method of pastoral care that can creatively promote the faithful.
Second: as priests and religious we have a temptation to feel fine and full of merit because of our way of life and missionary work. But Father Berthier said that we preach Jesus Christ and not ourselves or our successes. We can preach Jesus Christ well through our way of life, and teach well if we are faithful in the discipleship or community of his. The same is also true for us in the context of our confreres, in the MSF community in which we live and pray. Seeking the Lord's will, and then carrying it out and announcing it to others, will be more effective if we do it as a community. There will be no danger of adoring ourselves, because it will be Jesus who speaks through the members of the community. We hope to be living preachers of Jesus Christ with the spirit of God's servants.
Third: so, we hope that as MSF members we become eloquent preachers. In the celebration of the 125-year Jubilee of the Foundation of the MSF Congregation in different ways, we want to express our gratitude to the Lord. Today we are a great team of missionaries: 758 MSF confreres.
Let us join together in our prayers, let us live in communities following the example of the Holy Family with an ardent spirit, with simplicity and a spirit of reconciliation, and let us work tirelessly for the faithful, for society, for the natural environment in which we are present and live. For this purpose, let us renew ourselves personally. As members of the religious community we update our way of life, the Constitutions and the General Directory and deepen our spiritual life with the help of the MSF spirituality team we are establishing. 
Furthermore, as a symbol of our union, we have also provided for all the confreres, on this great and unrepeatable occasion of 125 years of the foundation of our Congregation, the pin with our new logo, approved by the General Chapter 2019, and the MSF cross, as it is described in the Constitutions. These symbolic objects will come to you as soon as possible. 
Happy 125 Years Jubilee Feast!
ONE FAMILY, ONE MISSION!
Jesus, Mary and Joseph enlighten us, help us, save us.
 
Rome, 09.08.2020, the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 




         



P. Agustinus Purnama MSF
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